There are some curious conclusions on the subject of apoplexy with reference to insurance. " In 100,000 persons in the first year of their insurance, 43 will die of apoplexy ; of the same number in the second year of insurance 27 will die ; from the third to the fifth year, the annual mortality will be 51 ; from the sixth to the tenth year, 66; and after ten years 124. We find that the annual mortality is much greater in the first than in the second year, and nearly as great as in the third. After the fifth year the mortality increases considerably. But here another element, namely, the increase of age, comes into consideration, and this will account for a large part or all of this increase. The falling off in the second year is remarkable, and only partly to be explained by supposing that individuals with some slight admonitions of failing health, and for this very reason, apply for insurance. Presenting no special marks of disease they are approved by the medical examiners as healthy and safe lives ; while, meanwhile, their own suspicions, scarcely acknowledged by themselves, turn out to be correct. Degeneration of their physical structure continues, and within a few months they die of apoplexy. We have further ascertained that this high mortality during the first year is common to all ages, and at each decennial period the deaths are more numerous in the first than in the second year after insurance." The moral seems to be, increased vigilance on the part of medical examiners in estimating the risks on each particular life.
This octavo volume, of 224 pages and a useful index, is got up with the excellence of type and paper so characteristic of our friends in America. It will repay a careful perusal by all who take any special interest in the philosophy and practical working of life insurance.
